Mendocino Rotary Club meeting -  February 12, 2026  Preston Hall,  Mendocino                                                                                    
      LaDonna McDonald,  Rotary President opened the Lunch Meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. She introduced the speakers from the Mendocino Music Festival, Executive Director Raquel Taylor and Barbara Markovich, Housing Coordinator and Nicole Bowl, Office Manager.
          Attending Rotarians were Ray Alarcon, Margaret Black, Gary Hopper,  Rick McDonald,  Pete Rose,  Susan Keller,  Matt O'Halloran,  Brant Stickel, Jeffry Stubbs, Dean Watson, Toby Wade & Leona Walden.  
Raquel Taylor introduced herself as the new Executive Director and she introduced Barbara Markoich who spoke at length about the complications of  housing the multitude of  musicians; 150-300 visiting musicians, many returning annually and integrated into the community play during the Mendocino Music Festival now celebrating it's 40th year. The economic Impact is profound: it draws 4,500 attendees, half stay in local lodging. Estimated $1.9 million spent in the community during the festival. Volunteers and housing is needed. Community support is invaluable.
Gary Hopper received an award from the Rotary Club for his contribution in overseeing the Annual Golf Tournament.

The annual Dinner Raffle, Mendocino Rotary's primary annual fundraiser was discussed and tickets distributed to attending members..
         Tickets are $100 each; only 150 tickets will be sold, increasing chances of winning.

          Three winners will be drawn on May 2, 2026, First Prizes is $1,000 in restaurant      

          dining tickets,  2nd winner receives  four $100 dinner tickets and 3rd winner receives

 three $100 Dining certificates and Mendocino and Fort Braggs finest restaurants.  Tickets do not expire.  
     

   All gift certificates are purchased to support local businesses.


   Leona Walden is responsible for printing and managing ticket sales. Tickets were  

         distributed to  all the attending members of Rotary.
     Interact May 2026 Club Bikeathon Fundraiser was discussed.  Mendocino Rotary was  asked to sponsor it and agreed unanimously. The purpose of the fundraiser is to benefit      local youth and the community.
The  Mendocino Rotary-led effort to rebuild the Community Center fence is well underway. The project is critical for safety and the center’s license; it is urgenct due to deteriorating conditions od of the fence. The School Street section is almost complete and the Pine Street phase is well underway. Volunteers are painting, priming, and installing pickets. Total project cost is around $10,000 (split between school and Rotary); volunteer labor significantly reduces overall expense.
The Mendocnino Rotary is temporarily instituting a $10 meeting fee to cover costs of snacks; regular meetings will be BYO brown bag lunches until May/June.

     Plans to launch a membership drive at Hill House Inn, where drinks can be served, is underway. And coordinating with local venues for future events is being discuss.
     Community Announcement by Toby Wade:  Mendocino Theater Company is celebrating it's 50th Anniversary with a free event at the Caspar Community Center emphasizing the importance of supporting local arts organizations and focusing on the Mendocino Theater Company.

Respectfully submitted by Leona Walden, Secretary

