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Member Biography 
Ocean Wave Quilters 

Name: Sharon Brayton Date: December 1, 2018 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.). 

I joined in late November/December of 1996.  I believe I heard about “The Scrap Happy Squares” 
quilt group from Nancy Herron-Pike. 

When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

It was the same time as above that Nancy Herron-Pike was teaching a class at the barn on a 
Christmas quilt and I took the class she offered.  That was my first quilt when completed and I 
entered it in the 1997 Quilt show.  My quilt received a 3rd place ribbon. 

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

I came to Mendocino County in 1957 with my family to Ukiah.  In 1972 I met and married my 
Husband Richard and moved to Fort Bragg in October 1972. 

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/ 
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 

I love to play around with scraps of fabric and recycling them into quilts or whatever usable project is 
fun for me.   
I was also a 4-H leader for 25 years and we did some quilting with the kids for a few years. 
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Name: Paula Butler Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

From Nodja Jones,  about 4 years as member 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

Started quilting 5 years ago (2014), learned to sew in school, home, class, etc. Mostly self-taught as quilter. 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

Moved here when 20 months old 

 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
Piano teacher,  church organist, pianist and choir director;  I have beaded jewelry,  knitted, and 
currently enjoying embroidery and beading on art quilts. 
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Name: Miriam Charles Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

I heard about the group from my sister-in-law Vicki in 2004 or 5 and started attending.  My prior position 
was as Historian and I must say I appreciate Mary taking over.  She does a wonderful job. 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

I started sewing garments as a child, but after I started quilting my machine doesn't know how to do 
anything but quilts. 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

I was born in Fort Bragg, left for college, married and raised a family and returned to Fort Bragg when I 
retired. 

 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
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Name: Ginny Cooper Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

Judy Whitlock invited me to the pot luck meeting at Lonna's house back in 2016.  It was so very 
inspirational and the food was marvelous.  I took home a blockette of the month to make and that was it.  
I was hooked.   

I served for one year as chair of the Service Committee in 2017-2018.  Currently I'm working with the "Dress 
a Girl Around the World" project.  I just adore the sweet little dresses. 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

I started sewing back in Junior High.  I remember making a gym bag to take my PE clothes home to wash 
every Friday. Before that my mother made all our clothes. Once I started sewing I made all my own 
clothes, even a coat and my prom dress.  I bought my own sewing machine my first year of college at 
Sears.  That was the first check I ever wrote and the sells clerk helped me fill out the check.   

My sister helped me buy my current sewing machine.  Its from Costco and cost less than $200.  I just 
wanted something to mend a few things on.  Well it works just fine for quilting.  Judy got me started by 
inviting me to Lonna's, but Nodja Jones really helped me relearn to sew and quilt.  I took a few lessons with 
her at Sew' n Sew.  She's the one that taught me about 1/4" seams and all the fun stitches on my new 
sewing machine. 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

My husband Joe and I came here in 2002 for James Krenov's, (master woodworker) retirement party.  Joe is 
a master craftsman and a woodworking teacher.  We both loved the area and the artist environment so we 
bought our retirement home in 2004 and we came up here to live permanently in 2016. 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
My first quilt is thanks to Linda Walzer and the "free table".  I had found some pretty pink rose 
fabric on the free table.  I was showing it off to the ladies at my table when Linda said "wait a 
minute".  She went back up to the free table and brought back all this other coordinating fabric 
and even more of the rose fabric.  Included in this treasure-find were blockettes already sewn 
together.  So I figured I already had a really good start on making a quilt.  I measured and cut the 
blockettes to size and bought some fabric to use as sashing.  At the quilt retreat Nodja helped me 
put it all together, and I even entered it in the 2017 quilt show. 
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Name: Carol Fernandes Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

Visiting coast, shopping Sew N' Sew, meeting  Nancy & Nodja.  Been a member about three years.  (Truly 
don't remember, time flies) Due to travel distance from home I have been unable to contribute to 
committees, etc.  Have helped with quilt show when I can. 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

Started quilting February, 2011, in Mesa, Arizona while on vacation at a snowbird RV resort.  I always 
wanted to learn. A group of quilters took me by the hand and within three days I had made my first quilt for 
my husband Bruce.  I'm so addicted!!! 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

My husband proposed to me in Fort Bragg 31 years ago.  He has been an abolone diver since he was a  teen 
in the 1960s.  Mendocino county is our favorite place to visit, plus I have met so many friends, I now call it 
my second home. 

 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
I would just like to thank each and every one for their warm welcome to Ocean Wave Quilt Guild 
and for making me feel like a local when I'm in town.. 
 

 

 

 

12/2018



Member Biography 
Ocean Wave Quilters 

Name: Mary Foster Date: 11/11/2018 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.). 

I found the OWQ club online when my husband and I retired in Fort Bragg in 2014. I became a 
member in 2015, so as of this writing, I’ve been a member for three years. I sat on the 2016 Quilt 
Show Committee and helped work on the 2016 Opportunity Quilts. In 2017, I became the Club’s 
Historian – responsible for taking pictures of all club events, creating and organizing the club member 
photo directory and club member biographies. 

Since 2017, I’m also the distributor of pet beds throughout the community, as part of the Service 
Committee. 

When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

I remember my mother teaching me to sew my first project, a pillowcase, when I was about eight 
years old on her Singer Featherweight sewing machine, which I still have today. Those were the 
days when all mothers sewed all our clothes for every special occasion. So, I began sewing doll 
clothes for my Barbie and graduated to sewing my own clothes. Mama was also a quilter, so I 
watched and learned growing up many of her techniques. I made my first quilt while in high 
school. It was so much fun going to the fabric store and choosing fabrics for various projects. 
It was a great hobby, and still is. 

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

Growing up in Oakland, my parents vacationed in Fort Bragg from as far back as I can remember – 
way back in the early 1960s. When I met Larry and him being a whale artist, he came up every year to 
Fort Bragg and Mendocino for the annual whale festivals – so we both had that in common - a love 
for the Mendocino coast and hoped to move here some day. So, when I retired in 2014, we did it! We 
happily moved to our “paradise home.” 

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/ 
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 

We have a miniature poodle named Jack, which we adore. He’s five years old at this writing. He 
completes us. 

I have my B.A. in Music and now that I’m retired, I can practice on my Steinway grand piano with 
great enthusiasm and delight. It’s my first love after Larry and Jack, of course. 
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Name: Susan Hall Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

From sister Nancy Herron-Pike, member a long time - can't remember when started 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

Sister started me quilting - making a quilt for my daughter 23 years ago - 1996 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

I'm only there to visit Sister who lives in Ft. Bragg and used to visit my mom who retired to Ft. Bragg but has 
since passed. 

 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
Belong to Piecemakers Quilt Group in Vallejo.  Love sewing but quilting the best. 
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Name: Lana Houger Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

I was told about this from a member 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

I have never made a quilt but I want to learn how 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

I moved here for employment 

 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
I have three pets, two cats and a dog and I love to read and I teach part-time 
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Name: Jeanne Kinney Date: 2/26/2019 
 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.). 

 

I have been a member for 15 years, my sister, Shirlee Paoli, started the Warm Welcome project and I started 
quilting to help her make baby quilts for the hospital.  My interest was not in quilting until then but I had 
recently retired and needed something to sew.  Since then I have become hooked on quilting and my main 
focus is still the Warm Welcome Project.  I have made and donated over 500 quilts to this project, as well as 
made a bed quilt for each of my eight children and many ifs for others. I have held one office as secretary for 
Sharon Lau. 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

My mother taught me to sew at a very young age and as a gift for my 8th birthday she let me sew on her 
treadle machine, I made a pair of shorts and halter that she had cut out from my daddy's work shirt. In high 
school most my clothes were made and sometimes designed by me.  I love fashion sewing and have made 
everything from theater costumes to prom dresses and wedding gowns for my granddaughters to men's suits. 
Sewing is my main creative outlet and is necessary to keep me sane. 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

I came here in 1950 with my daddy driving a 1939 Ford, with me and my 4 siblings in the back seat.  We came 
from Sacramento and the drive at that time took about 7 hours, much of the Highway 20 part was still gravel.  
We lived up the Ten Mile River in a logging camp until it closed in 1953.  I grew up, married at age 17, had 
children, was a single mom. The jobs ranged from motel maid to commercial fisher-woman. In 1968 I met the 
love of my life, Robert, and in 1982 became the owner of Sew 'n Sew Fabrics until 2000 when I retired. 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/ 
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
As a 28 year member and past president of Soroptimist International of Fort Bragg I have found that 
volunteering for community projects and events is very important to me. I was part of the original 
committee for the formation of the Quilt Show in 1996. Very rewarding for me was the 14 years I 
spent as a crisis counselor for domestic violence and sexual assault with Project Sanctuary and  
personal safety education in grammar and high schools.  Just for fun was the 26 years as a member 
of Fort Bragg Footlighters where I designed costumes and performed in 16 plays where I sang 
(usually off key), danced, and acted very silly.  My favorite costume creation was a dress that a 
friend and I wore when we played Siamese twins.  We had 4 legs, 2 arms, 2 breasts and we sang and 
danced, it was very funny. 
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Name: Tina Perry Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special 
projects/committees chaired, etc.). 

 

I have been a member for 3 years, I had attended a Ocean Wave Quilt  show prior but it took 
me a few years to join because I didn't know how accepting the group was to new members. 
I was warmly welcomed and very glad I joined. I have been on the special events committee 
and I am the Education Chair this year. 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

I was fairly new to quilting when I joined, although I had my first quilt top almost complete. I 
was at a loss of how to finish it, after joining the guild, I had the confidence to just take the 
plunge and finish the darn thing. I have loved embroidery since I was a child and took many 
craft and sewing classes in Southern California. I've made clothes and costumes for my kids 
and also dabbled in heirloom sewing. 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

My husband and I were desperate to get out of Southern California. We felt suffocated 
there. The Mendocino Coast District Hospital contacted my husband hoping to hire a full 
time Radiologist. We had never been here before,  so we came and checked it out. The rest, 
as they say, is history. 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
As much as I love quilting, my greatest passion is cooking. If I could just pull myself 
out of my kitchen, I would be more productive in my sewing room.  As many of you 
know, I like to travel and I usually take a few trips a year. Now that I have a love of 
quilting, I have incorporated that into some of my travels. 
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Name: Angela Zucker Date: 2/26/2019 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, 
etc.). 

 

I am a returning member. I used to live part time in Anacortes WA. I am now full time CA. 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

 

My grandmother got me started when I was a teenager. I love classes and I am also happy to experiment 
with creative ideas on my own. 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

 

I retired about 20 years ago and moved to Elk. My husband John and I love the  peaceful beauty the coast 
and surrounding area offers every day. 

 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ 
family/talents/hobbies/ pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 
 
I currently teach exercise classes in Elk that includes Zumba, step, weights, balance and core 
strength 3 days a week. I am also passionately involved with the Greenwood Civic Club. 
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