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Member Biography
Ocean Wave Quilters

Name: Mary Foster Date: 11/11/2018

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).

| found the OWQ club online when my husband and | retired in Fort Bragg in 2014. | became a
member in 2015, so as of this writing, I've been a member for three years. | sat on the 2016 Quilt
Show Committee and helped work on the 2016 Opportunity Quilts. In 2017, | became the Club’s
Historian — responsible for taking pictures of all club events, creating and organizing the club member
photo directory and club member biographies.

Since 2017, I'm also the distributor of pet beds throughout the community, as part of the Service
Committee.

When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?

| remember my mother teaching me to sew my first project, a pillowcase, when | was about eight
years old on her Singer Featherweight sewing machine, which | still have today. Those were the
days when all mothers sewed all our clothes for every special occasion. So, | began sewing doll
clothes for my Barbie and graduated to sewing my own clothes. Mama was also a quilter, so |
watched and learned growing up many of her techniques. | made my first quilt while in high
school. It was so much fun going to the fabric store and choosing fabrics for various projects.

It was a great hobby, and still is.

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?

Growing up in Oakland, my parents vacationed in Fort Bragg from as far back as | can remember —
way back in the early 1960s. When | met Larry and him being a whale artist, he came up every year to
Fort Bragg and Mendocino for the annual whale festivals — so we both had that in common - a love
for the Mendocino coast and hoped to move here some day. So, when | retired in 2014, we did it! We
happily moved to our “paradise home.”

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?

We have a miniature poodle named Jack, which we adore. He’s five years old at this writing. He
completes us.

| have my B.A. in Music and now that I’'m retired, | can practice on my Steinway grand piano with
great enthusiasm and delight. It’s my first love after Larry and Jack, of course.
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How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?

1S YRS - JEF TROGHT & THEM TOOBIL MANY
CLASSES.

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?
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Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?
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Name: Dee Goodrich Date: 11/11/2018

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special
projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?

| grew up in Mexico City and very early learned to embroider and hand sew taught by my mother and
grandmother. Around age 6, | learned to sew on the treadle machine and loved sewing ever since. By age 8,
| was making clothes and continued to embroider, and also learned to crochet and knit, skills which | enjoyed
throughout my school years and early adulthood.

Around the time | married in 1971, | found a log cabin quilt in a McCall’'s magazine and figured | could learn to
quilt. I did make the quilt and a few others but found it extremely time consuming. It wasn’t until | retired to
Fort Bragg in the early 2000's that | found the time to totally immerse myself in quilting. Early on | found |
loved handwork the most: piecing, applique and hand quilting. | also enjoy making wall quilts and exploring all
different techniques.

For a few years | worked with Charlene Yonker of Rainbow Resources at her booth in the shows throughout
Northern California. | learned so much from that experience about fabrics, color and the quilting world in
general.

Many of my large quilts have been pieced, appliqued and quilted by hand. Some of my mathematical quilts
are also hand pieced and hand quilted. My landscape and art quilts are pieced and quilted by machine.

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?
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Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/

pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?
My quilts have been exhibited in the Fort Bragg Quilt Show, the Falling Leaves Quilt Show in Lakeport, Ukiah
Quilt Show, Gualala Art Center Show, Apple County Fair in Boonville, Marin Quilt Show (now canceled) and
the Pacific International Quilt Festival in Santa Clara, where | was lucky to get a “Best Hand Workmanship”
ribbon for my DaVinci quilt.

| seem to have a passion for geometrics and have my head full of ideas for future pieces.
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How did you hear abielut the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here employment retired)?
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Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ famlly/talents/hobbles/
pets/travel/professmnal honors/ awards)'?

f Love 1S WS’C
} a/jmg a/;i LMJECS SL%LJ( Lr? 6@ ﬁe&w’“@ ’
P[a ﬂaﬁ Ui oo~ JM | alss* m»{ @cw mm@




Member Biography
Ocean Wave Quilters

Date: _4//7-//87

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?
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What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?

Tob TransA{e Lor my hushpucl

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?



Member Biography
Ocean Wave
Quilters

Name:_Sharon Lau Date: - September 10. 2018

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees
chaired, etc.).

I entered the 2013 Fort Bragg Quilt Show (my first ever) and my good friend came up to attend the show with
me. She is a great knitter, so we were shopping for yarn at Navarro Knits and were chatting with Jeanne
Kinney. She told me about the club and encouraged me to join. It took me a few months to get up the courage
to attend a meeting (I had heard stories about clubs in Southern California and how clique-ish they were), but
in January 2014, I decided to give it a try. I couldn’t have been more warmly welcomed!

I became Secretary that first year, was Secretary in 2014-2015, then President 2015-2017, and Treasurer 201 7-
2019. 1 also chaired the Quilt Show in 2015, and was Quilt Show Treasurer for 2018.

When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?

I have been sewing since I was a little girl (made Barbie doll clothes as well as my own clothes), but I didn’t
really start quilting until about 2000. My mom taught me to sew — I taught myself to quilt.

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?

We first came to Mendocino in October 2009 on vacation. I had been nagging Howard that I wanted to retire to
a place with cooler weather (we lived in L.A. for 30+ years). We got married in Arcata while on a camping
trip, so we planned a vacation to Eureka to look for property. While planning the trip, we noticed a town called
Mendocino on the map. We didn’t like what we found in Eureka, but loved Mendocino. We drove around and
found a house for sale that we fell in love with — bought it without ever seeing the inside except in our realtor’s
(bad) 1Phone pictures. It’s our dream home!

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?

I grew up in Barrington, Illinois, a small town northwest of Chicago.

I have a bachelor’s degree in English and Elementary Education from Occidental College and spent a
few years teaching elementary school in East Los Angeles. I got a master’s degree in Health Care
Administration from Cal State University Long Beach and worked in administration at Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles for 15 years, then worked as a quality consultant for 30 children’s hospitals in
the US and Canada for 17 years before retiring in 2010.

My husband, Howard, taught math at Hollywood High School for 37 years. We have 2 daughters —
one 1s an internal medicine/infectious diseases physician who works at the National Institutes of
Health in Maryland, the other just got her master’s degree in plant pathology and lives in Kauai. Our

grandson, Huki, was born in 2016. Despite my reputation, I only have 1 kat.



Member Biography
Ocean Wave Quilters

Name: Verna Oliver Date: 11/11/2018

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).

I was in the club when it first started as “Scrap Happy Quilters.” | was one of the original members — in the
late 1970s.

When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?

While we lived in Camp 20, | took 4H classes and sewing classes in Jr. High School in Fort Bragg. | started
making smocks for my pregnant sister and then when | had children of my own, | made them all their clothes.
I am particularly proud that when my son graduated from Fort Bragg High School, | made him his shirt and suit
for the occasion. | also made him pants that were almost identical, if not better, than the original Levi jeans.

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?

| was born in Washington State. My grandparents on my mother’s side were in the logging business. We
moved from Washington to Philo where | attended 1 grade. We lived there one year. After that we moved to
Camp 20 and | attended 2" through 6 grade in a one room schoolhouse. Then attended Fort Bragg Jr. High
School when my parents moved to Fort Bragg in 1954. | am a graduate of Fort Bragg High School.

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?

| love to knit and crochet and for many years have made scores of baby hats and sweaters for babies
born at the local hospital. My husband, Ron, worked for the Mill for many years.
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How di hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a Member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?

oY ey /0%0&’0 Jog mammed! ‘Cl., She wae o0
W?ﬁmﬁ%%dmé) 4W%Mm7w
%&dﬂ#%m ﬂ%{l/ﬂwm@/\_mﬁ/ Ghe W :

5’ W dd”?( P .rﬂ: 'E-:’ A I. 3 ~ JJM /gm_
At 7L '(4/ fﬁ/afmjgwc, %W {M@be.-l@f‘i)

LT R e e N e o,



Member Biography
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Name: Sharon Rowan Date: 11/2018

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees
chaired, etc.).

In 2013 I met and became good friends with Nancy Herron-Pike. In 2016 I attended the quilt show with her.
It was wonderful to see her glow as she was back with all of her club member friends that she once active in.
On the way home I told her she was coming back and I was coming with her. So in July I joined and have
made some great new friends.

When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?

My sewing started in 7" grade when I took “Hom Ec” in Jr. Hi school, but before that my mom taught me to
embroidery and tried to teach me crochet, forget that one. I did love to embroidery, still do. I watched my
mother make quilts, she was self-taught, but she enjoyed cutting little pieces of material and sewing them
together into blocks, she did a lot of applique blocks too. As I grew older I sewed more clothes than blocks,
that was easier for me, blocks were boring. After I married and started my own family mom taught me what
she knew about quilt making. Never did I realize there was so much I did not know until I met up with Nancy
and joined this group.

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?

I have been in Mendocino County most of my life. Dad followed construction, building roads, until I started
school, then they settled down in a little place called Longvale which is 13 miles north of Willits and was
washed off the map in Dec 1954 due to a flood. What is left of it now is the junction at 101 to Covelo. 1956
parents sold their property to the State and relocated to the Fort Bragg Road or Route 20. At Willits. I
graduated from Willits High, got married, moved to Fort Bragg for husband’s employment.

Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?

Was married in1962, moved to Fort Bragg in 1963, raised 4 children, worked and retired from the
Fort Bragg Unified School District after 37 years in the Library @ Middle School. I am an active
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. My hobbies have always been sewing
and reading.
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How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught?
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Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/

pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? b
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How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member?
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.).
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When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quult/or are you self-taught?

z@Qﬁwvwgﬂvﬁ) Sew) &+ abo s g%@_ : vooﬂpadcf*@ﬁ}h‘““"&
pilowcace Vtﬂw\ G-futch Pocies .
O a3, Ny Hemen- Phe Mvide me +0 Fade o clasd frow-
hon & e oo ot d guen Somce!

What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)?
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Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)?
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