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Name: Mary Foster Date: 11/11/2018 

 

How did you hear about the OWQ club and how many years have you been a member? 
Also include any positions in the OWQ club you have held (i.e., club officer/special projects/committees chaired, etc.). 

I found the OWQ club online when my husband and I retired in Fort Bragg in 2014. I became a 
member in 2015, so as of this writing, I’ve been a member for three years. I sat on the 2016 Quilt 
Show Committee and helped work on the 2016 Opportunity Quilts. In 2017, I became the Club’s 
Historian – responsible for taking pictures of all club events, creating and organizing the club member 
photo directory and club member biographies. 

Since 2017, I’m also the distributor of pet beds throughout the community, as part of the Service 
Committee. 

 

 
When did you start quilting and who taught you to sew/quilt/or are you self-taught? 

I remember my mother teaching me to sew my first project, a pillowcase, when I was about eight 
years old on her Singer Featherweight sewing machine, which I still have today. Those were the 
days when all mothers sewed all our clothes for every special occasion. So, I began sewing doll 
clothes for my Barbie and graduated to sewing my own clothes. Mama was also a quilter, so I 
watched and learned growing up many of her techniques. I made my first quilt while in high 
school. It was so much fun going to the fabric store and choosing fabrics for various projects. 
It was a great hobby, and still is. 

 

 
What brought you to Mendocino County (i.e., born here, employment, retired)? 

Growing up in Oakland, my parents vacationed in Fort Bragg from as far back as I can remember – 
way back in the early 1960s. When I met Larry and him being a whale artist, he came up every year to 
Fort Bragg and Mendocino for the annual whale festivals – so we both had that in common - a love 
for the Mendocino coast and hoped to move here some day. So, when I retired in 2014, we did it! We 
happily moved to our “paradise home.” 

 
Anything else you would like to share with your club members (i.e., personal/ family/talents/hobbies/ 
pets/travel/professional honors/ awards)? 

We have a miniature poodle named Jack, which we adore. He’s five years old at this writing. He 
completes us. 

I have my B.A. in Music and now that I’m retired, I can practice on my Steinway grand piano with 
great enthusiasm and delight. It’s my first love after Larry and Jack, of course. 
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