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About 21st Century Schools
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21st Century Schools was founded in 1994 by Anne Shaw.  Originally the site was a free resource for educators which Anne continually expanded while in the doctoral program in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Texas at Austin.  Later it became the web site of her educational consulting business.

Anne has carefully selected and invited only the most cutting-edge professionals as she sought to build an integrated, interdisciplinary team representing the multiple facets of education in the 21st century.

21st Century Schools offers a variety of regional workshops in the United States and abroad,  as well as on-site professional development, university accredited online courses, summer institutes, and can provide your district with the professional assistance needed to take your schools truly into the 21st century.

All the work done by 21st Century Schools is informed and supported by valid research in education.   

In addition to many free resources available on our web site, we offer additional resources such as our free emailed newsletter, ideas for curriculum units, recommended reading (and other resources), our Blog and we invite you to follow us on Twitter!
21st Century Schools stands apart from many other professional development providers and educators in that we realize that you cannot take “bits and pieces” of or “buzzwords” related to 21st century education, try to force fit them into what you are already doing, and then call it 21st century.  It will not work.  

Real Change takes Real Change – from the central office to the classroom.  We do not believe in teaching to the test, but in teaching beyond the test.  Our in-depth curriculum units combined with the highest student expectations always result in exceeding the standards and providing the student with an enriched learning experience.  In the end we have higher test scores, higher grades and higher levels of student motivation.

We believe that real learning occurs within the context of an inquiry- and research-based curriculum, through real life projects and hands-on learning.  We encourage global classrooms, service learning, the use of Web 2.0 tools, and collaboration as well as individual learning.  

Schools in the 21st century should be laced with a project-based curriculum for life, aimed at engaging students in addressing real world problems, issues important to humanity and questions that matter.

Schools will transform from “buildings” to nerve centers, with walls that are porous and transparent, connecting teachers, students and the community to the wealth of knowledge that exists in the world. 

Schools in the 21st century will not be confined by their walls, but will be encompassing of the entire community and the world.  

Another major difference between our workshops and those of other providers is that they are NOT the typical “sit and get”, lecture-style prevalent in the field of educational professional development today.  All our workshops are highly interactive, utilizing what we know about how people learn – that applies to educators as well as their students.  In our workshops participants will listen, read, discuss, teach, create, design, produce, present and much more!

We always hear comments about how much was learned, that it was so much fun, it was the best professional development experience ever, and was like no other professional development they have experienced.

Come join us, or bring us to your campus, and see for yourself!
Get ready to have parents calling, sending notes or coming up to your school to “find out what’s going on”, because they will be amazed at their children’s newfound enthusiasm for school!  By the way, get ready for higher test scores, too!
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Workshops 
Coming Soon!  Innovation and Entrepreneurship – learn how to incorporate these critical skills into your curriculum and instruction!  
Our newest workshop will premiere this summer at our Summer Institute in San Antonio, Texas!  

Designing the 21st Century Classroom – a two-day professional curriculum development experience.  Participants will leave the workshop with a new understanding of education in the 21st century.  They will have many strategies which they will be able to implement in their classrooms immediately, providing immediate success for both teachers and students.  During the two days participants will experience the 21st century classroom strategies, not just hear about them.  None of our workshops are “sit and get”, but are highly interactive, creative and fun.  Teachers will leave the workshop with a new interdisciplinary framework for a unit of curriculum designed for their specific needs and their students.
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Differentiated Instruction – in this one-day workshop educators will learn how to differentiate instruction through five avenues:  content, process, product, assessment and learning environments.  Participants will analyze case studies, then apply what they have learned to their own classrooms, creating a plan of action for their specific classroom and students.
After School Programs for the 21st Century Student -   
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This one-day workshop provides educators with ideas for after school programs they can design for the students in their communities.  Learning doesn’t stop when the bell rings at the end of the school day; children are learning from the moment they wake up to when they fall asleep at night.  We need to be providing a seamless approach to learning that encompasses all a child’s experiences.  
In this workshop we will examine why we are in need of quality after school programs, what comprises a quality after school program, examine case studies of current programs, then develop a plan of action to build a program designed for the needs of your students and community.  
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From ballet to robotics, sports, skateboard design, culinary arts, creative writing, science, engineering, and filmmaking – the possibilities are endless, exciting and possible!
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Service Learning – Academics in Action - We believe that service learning is the ultimate curriculum for the 21st century.  It not only includes all the standards, it goes beyond by connecting students to the world, their community, and most of all provides students with the realization that even though they are young, they do have a voice, they can make it heard and they can make a difference.  It is highly motivational for students.  These students at Horace Mann Middle School conducted extensive research on the history of their community, conducted interviews, then designed and painted murals to honor their community heroes.  Those murals will be there many years from now; maybe they can show them to their grandchildren!  Service learning is the epitome of 21st century education – it is the ultimate vehicle for carrying all the content standards as well as all the 21st century skills.  

The Global Classroom – Each day our world becomes increasingly globally connected.  Our students must have the preparation to live and work successfully in a multicultural, international community.  They can begin today.  This workshop examines the “hows” and “whys” of creating a truly global [image: image15.jpg]


classroom, in which your students will be actively collaborating, conducting real-world research, and learning with students from anywhere.  We are not referring to the usual “pen pal” activity, where students write to each other via email about their homes and families, although that could certainly be a part of the project.  We are talking about real-world issues, problem-solving and research.
Green Education Part I – Greening the Curriculum and the Classroom - Education is critical to resolving many issues our world faces today, one of those issues being the state of the environment.  In this workshop participants will learn more about environmental issues, how they came to be, how they can be solved, and how incorporating this into our curriculum will not only teach, but exceed, the standards, and will prepare our students with the knowledge and skills needed to resolve these issues.  Green is directly connected to many other issues such as health and medicine, international relations, economics, government and history, law, psychology and sociology, literature, and more.  Learn how to green your curriculum and your classroom!
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Green Education Part II – Sustainability for School Districts - is your school district sustainable?  Learn how to design a district in which the buildings are LEED certified; find out how much money your district can save every year in expenses.  Find out how student health (physical and emotional) will increase when they are attending a “green” school.
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Web 2.0 Tools for the Classroom – Netvibes, Diigo, Twitter, Blogger, Digg, YouTube, TeacherTube, and software programs for creating multimedia products - find out what the latest emerging technologies are and how you can use them in designing your curriculum.  Take your classroom fully into the 21st century and watch student motivation, learning, engagement, skills, grades and test scores take off!
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In this workshop you will:

· Learn about new Web 2.0 tools and how to use them
· Learn how to use these tools to deliver the curriculum (and exceed the standards)

· Create a plan for incorporating these new technologies in your classroom
Media Literacy – A critical skill for the 21st century, Media Literacy is defined as the ability to Access, Analyze, Evaluate and Communicate information in a variety of formats including print and nonprint.  Attend this two-day workshop to conduct an in-depth exploration of media literacy, and learn how to incorporate it into your curriculum.  
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Answer the questions:
· What is media literacy? 

· What are the various dimensions and components of media literacy? 

· How do I incorporate it into my curriculum - in all content areas? 

· How will media literacy result in higher levels of student motivation and achievement, including NCLB? 

 Create a video, design a commercial, create a photo essay, analyze web sites, learn classroom strategies and create an Action Plan for incorporating media literacy into your curriculum. 
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The Arts – Getting Creativity Back into the Classroom - The arts develop higher order (critical and creative) thinking skills, including (1) the ability to deal with complexity and ambiguity; (2) the capacity for sound judgment; (3) attention to purpose (exploring alternative goals) as much as results; and (4) the ability to consider differing viewpoints and defer judgment.  These are precisely the skills the business community now so avidly seeks in its new employees. Not finding them, it is calling for a radical restructuring of the American educational system.  
You will learn how to integrate the arts into your curriculum in a meaningful way that results insignificantly higher students achievement in all areas!   There is more to the arts than painting and music . . . the arts are in technology, science, culture, math and more! 

Discover the body of supporting research detailing how the arts increase student achievement in all areas! 
Smaller Learning Communities - The term Smaller Learning Community refers to houses and schools-within-schools, magnet programs, career academies, charter schools, and small learning communities.  Research and experience have led advocates of small learning communities and small schools to a shared, basic understanding of small unit schooling:

This workshop will draw on research and practice accrued to date to identify strategies that support key elements of smaller learning communities.  You  will examine best practices in five interdependent areas, identify specific best practices, and learn a seven-step cycle of continuous program improvement.
In short, you will examine the question, "What constitutes optimal small learning community practice?"

You may also register to take this course as a self-paced Online Course, or in our Virtual Classroom (live, real-time, collaborative class you take from home, office or anywhere).
On-Site Professional Development
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Traveling to off-site professional development workshops can be fun and educational, providing attendees opportunities to visit important cultural sites and gather new materials to take back to their schools.  
It can also be quite expensive. Can you imagine purchasing air fare, sleeping rooms, meals and taxi fare for your entire faculty?  Reduce your costs literally by thousands of dollars by bringing the workshop to your campus and/or district
Other benefits of on-site workshops: the entire faculty receives the information first-hand; local materials and resources are available to the participants which means more in-depth planning; faculty has a chance to plan together and get to know each other better - something most teachers just do not have time to do. This is not just a nice thing, it's vitally important to building community, and therefore, relevant, rigorous curriculum.

Custom design tailored to your unique needs, interests and goals.  We offer a wide range of workshops; we can combine and create workshops in a way that makes the most effective use of your time and resources.  
Contact us today to discuss plans for initiating custom designed, on-site workshops for your district or campus.

Director@21stCenturySchools.com
Phone 850-457-2946
Virtual Classroom 
Live, Real Time Workshops – Online!
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If you can’t make it to one of our Regional Workshops and you want the experience of having a live facilitator and classrooms, but you cannot travel – then our Virtual Classroom is the best option for you. You can raise your hand, speak, ask questions, collaborate with others in the class, work in smaller breakout rooms, design and present your products and more!
We will be offering several of our workshops via our Virtual Classroom beginning in the 2012-1213 school year.  All you need is a computer and an Internet connection.  You can take the class from your office, home, or anywhere!  And, as usual, these workshops are university accredited.
Online Courses – University Accredited and Self-Paced
For the very busy educator and lifelong learner!

If you have a scheduling conflict, or if for some other reason you are unable to travel to one of our Regional Workshops or Summer Institutes, then our Online Courses are an excellent option. 

We know that you have a life, in addition to a demanding workload. Online Courses through 21st Century Schools allow you the flexibility to study and complete your coursework at the time that is best for you!  

Contact Us
21st Century Schools

Anne Shaw, Director

Director@21stCenturySchools.com
Phone 850-457-2946

Web Site:   www.21stCenturySchools.com
Blog:  http://21stcenturyschoolsnews.weebly.com/
Blog – Becoming a 21st Century School - http://becominga21stcenturyschool.weebly.com/blog.html
Food and Culture Project -  http://www.21stCenturySchools.com/Food_and_Culture.htm
Twitter:  http://twitter.com/anneshaw21
Subscribe to our newsletter:  http://www.21stcenturyschools.com/Subscribe.htm

See Workshop Schedule.
You may register for a regional workshop by phone, email or online at www.21stCenturySchools.com/Register.htm
Phone 850-457-2946

Email:  Register@21stCenturySchools.com
We can also bring these workshops to your campus, district or community.
21st Century Schools











Professional Staff Development





21st Century Schools provides the highest quality professional staff development.  Enclosed you will find information regarding our Regional Workshops, On-Site and Custom Professional Development, University Accredited Online Courses, and Summer Institutes.  We also provide assistance in school district reform – from a district needs assessment to strategic planning, leadership for change, curriculum design and more.  We strongly encourage project-based learning, integration of the disciplines, smaller learning communities and a commitment to a “green” curriculum and sustainable schools.  Our consultants are highly regarded as the best in their fields of expertise, and together, our team represents the multiple facets of an integrated, 21st century educational experience.
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