Date: June 22, 2015

From: tammy@mcn.org

To: Mendocino County Board of Supervisors

Sent via county website - (http://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/cgi-bin/feedback.pl?department=1&page=/index.html)

To: Mendocino County Board of Supervisors

 My name is Tammy Davis and I live in Fort Bragg. I have only just become aware of the contract between the county and USDA "Wildlife Services" for the killing of our wildlife, to which the decision was made to renew during the June 16, 2015 BOS meeting.

 Not the most disturbing part of this agreement is that you passed a resolution making the actions sanctioned by this contract exempt from environmental review as required by CEQA. And to add insult to injury, the authorized funding for these killings comes from the taxpayers, as it has for the past 10 years. The previous contract year paid $142,356.

 You were made aware of the alleged inhumane practices of some of the USDA employees hired to exterminate these animals, and that the program is currently under investigation by the USDA’s Office of the Inspector General, according to the Animal Legal Defense Fund (aldf.org.) There was also a request to consider more humane alternatives, apparently to no avail. 

 There is another element involved here however that impacts everyone, and therefore requires your attention. The entire planet is in distress and the loss of biodiversity is a significant contributing factor. Killing bears, bobcats, coyotes, mountain lions, red and gray foxes, and any other animals, because they pose a threat to livestock, is not acceptable. Our ecosystems will not collapse without livestock. But the continued extermination of our wildlife will only serve to hasten the already accelerated rate in the decline of biodiversity.(see biologicaldiversity.org for more information) 

 I am gathering people to vehemently protest your decision to renew this contract. There are many people, and the number grows daily, who are coming to the same conclusion. We must stand-up and defend the Rights of Nature...if we don’t, everyone loses. We have heard the call and we are ready.

Respectfully,

Tammy Davis

(707) 962-9059

