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No to ranching subsidy

To the Editor:

As the former owner of a successful business in Mendocino County, I never received so much as a thin dime of public subsidy from the county; indeed, I had to pay many county fees just to open my doors. Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not complaining; this is the way it should be in a free market economy. 

Yet, there is one industry in our county that seems to think that it is entitled to a public subsidy, and that is the ranching industry. Currently Mendocino County has a contract with the USDA Wildlife Services for $142,356 to kill wild animals that are just trying to earn a living in their natural habitats which have been overrun by ranchers and their livestock. In 2012 alone, 459 wild animals were killed, including 126 coyotes, 25 bears, six bobcats and five mountain lions. 

In essence, for the benefit of a few private ranchers, the public is being fleeced to pay for the slaughter of wild animals that belong to the public trust. This is wrong on both economic and ecologic grounds. There are much more effective and less costly – non-lethal – predator control methods that ranchers could use to protect their livestock, so, in effect, most of these wild animals are being killed needlessly.

The county’s contract with Wildlife Services is coming up for renewal, and the ranchers – those icons of rugged individualism – are whining loudly demanding the continuation of their public subsidy. I urge everyone who cares about wildlife to contact your county supervisor and ask that they terminate the Wildlife Services contract (http://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/cgi-bin/feedback).  


Just say NO to killing our wildlife for welfare ranchers.

Jon Spitz, Laytonville
