To Community:
Where to begin?  Maybe with my history:
Like most white Americans, I was raised in a hierarchical, male-dominated social group.  By the time I went to college, I knew it wasn’t a creative or “happy” system, but I didn’t know what “systems” there might be to replace it.  So I gave up my interests in creative writing and art to study Social Psychology.  I finished my B.A and M.A in Social Psychology and found a lifelong friend in my professor and advisor, Marcelle Kardush, who has been a mediator for large and small groups.  
I began to suspect that the general intent of Psychology was to “help” or softly coerce unhappy “citizens” to fit into the hierarchy and be happy about it.  I read books….Radical Democracy, Pacifism as Pathology, Ismail, Creating a Life Together, Consensus Through Conversation, much of Derrick Jensen, Facilitator’s Guide to Participatory Decision-Making and others.  I was so interested in forming real community that I joined FIC, Fellowship for Intentional Community in January of 2012.  If the community was non-hierarchical (to me “hierarchical community” is an oxymoron), they had formed their structure and rules through consensus of everyone involved…which as we know is time-consuming and grueling, albeit happier in the end.  There is no group of intelligentsia or wannabe leaders creating the structure.  So my answer to a small number of our group creating structure for the rest of us is an absolute NO.  If the entire group wants to relinquish their power to a few, I will drop out.  

About the campaign:
Mike Dean (who has run many political campaigns) and I had the opportunity to listen in on a core group meeting.  According to Mike, this was when the campaign structure should have been started.  The entire phone conference consisted of “discussing” process.  Now, we have a little over 2 months to campaign for our 30,000 votes as Prajna said.   I and a few other hard workers do not care to run the campaign by ourselves.  Nor should we, since we might fail without the energy of everyone.  I exhausted myself, my car, my finances, my ranch attention, etc. to work nearly every day on collecting signatures and we still came up with little over 6000 sigs.   We made it onto the ballot but we can’t win the vote with those laurels.   So my answer to the next 2 months is ALL HANDS ON DECK.  
A diverse and spread-out group like ours may or may not end up with community.  However, keeping fracking out of Mendocino will be invaluable forever!  
So, sorry for my “get your fucking asses out and campaign” comment on Sunday but we didn’t have time for this longer version.  Beth B.
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Community: The people of a district considered collectively, especially in the context of social values and responsibilities; 
A feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, and goals.

